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LATE  CABLES... 

Italy  1939  area  sown  to  spring  wheat  estimated  at  206,000  acres 
as  compared  with  380,000  acres  sown  in  1938.  (International  Institute 
of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

Egyptian  cotton  ginnings  through  April  totaled  1,624,000  bales 
of  478  pounds,  excluding  linters,  compared  with  2,027,000  bales  ginned  to 
the  same  date  last  year  and  the  total  of  2,281,000  bales.  (Internation- 
al Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

Brisbane,  Australia,  wool  sales  closed  May  18.  Germany  and 
Yorkshire  were  chief  buyers,  with  fair  support  from  France.  Prices 
were  unchanged  since  opening  of  series  on  May  15.  (Agricultural  Attache 
C.  C.  Taylor,  London.) 


IN    THIS  ISSUE 


Smaller  World  Wheat  Acreage  Indicated  

Canadian  Grain  Acreages  

Japanese  Wheat  Market....  

Quality  of  1938  Peruvian  Cotton  Below  Normal  

Chinese  Imports  of  Cotton  Substantially  Increased 

Mediterranean  Olive-Oil  Production  Reduced  

Australian  Apple  Shipments  Light  

British  Hog  Numbers  Decline  


Page 
376 
377 
378 
378 
379 
380 
383 
384 


376 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  38,  No.  20 

SMALLER  WORLD  WHEAT  ACREAGE  INDICATED 


Estimates  of  the  1939  wheat  acreage  in  22  Northern  Hemisphere 
countries  reporting  total  about  7  percent  below  the  comparable  figure 
for  last  year  and  suggest  some  decline  in  the  world  wheat  area  this 
year.    The  estimated  acreage  for  harvest  in  the  United  States  is  21  per- 
cent smaller  than  the  1938  harvested  area,  and  the  increase  indicated 
for  Canada  is  negligible;  the  North  American  total,  as  now  estimated,  is 
about  15  percent  below  that  of  last  season.    Eur0pean  estimates  show 
a  slight  increase,  but  no  account  has  yet  been  taken  of  heavy  losses 
in  winter  acreages  from  frost  damage  and  other  adverse  factors.  The 
most  marked  increases  in  this  year's  wheat  acreage  over  that  of  1938 
occurred  in  North  Africa,  but  the  total  for  the  four  countries  last  year 
was  somewhat  below  average. 


WHEAT  AND  RYE:  Acreage  in  specified  countries 
  1937-1939   


;  Percentage 

Country  and  item 

1937 

'  1938 

:  1939 

:    1939  is 

:    of  1938 

 —  ■* 

i 

1,000 

-  1,000 

1,000 

> 

WHEAT 

acres 

acres 

acres 

Percent 

United  States:  Winter  a/ 

46,978 

49,711 

38,936 

78.3 

Spring  a/ 

17,444 

20 , 510 

b/ 16, 600 

80.9 

64,422 

70,221 

55,536 

79.1 

25.570 

25,930 

25.993 

100.2 

Total  North  America  (2) 

».••«.! 

89.992 

96.151 

81,529 

84.8 

European  countries  (ll) 

41,012 

40,248 

41,234 

102.4 

20,190 

21 , 292 

21.284 

100.0 

61,202 

61 . 540 

62.518 

101.6 

North  Africa  (4)  

11,193 

10,188  ' 

11,078 

108.7 

1,776  : 

1,777 

1,830 

103.0 

33,415 

33,722 

32.999  , 

97.9 

All  countries  reporting  (22)  '• 

197,578  : 

203,378  ; 

189,954 

93.4 

RYE 

Unit ed  States  a/  

3 , 846  ; 

3,979  : 

4,079 

102.5 

Canada  a/  

894  ' 

741  : 

755 

101.9 

Total  North  America  (2) 

4.740 

4.720  : 

4.834 

102.4 

European  countries  (ll) 

c/ .  .  .; 

32,219  : 

32.906  : 

32.548 

98.9 

All  countries  reporting 

(13)  .; 

36,959  ' 

37,626  • 

37,382 

99.4 

a/  Acreage  harvested  or  for  harvest,     b/  Acreage  for  harvest  not  offi- 
cially  estimated;  intended  area  for  spring  wheat  less  average  abandonment 
of  1929-1938,  excluding  the  heavy  losses  of  1934  and  1936.     c/  Winter 
wheat  only  for  most  countries.     d/  April  estimate. 


The  "planned"  wheat  acreage  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  reported  to  be 
slightly  above  that  of  1938,  but  unfavorable  weather  conditions  during 
the  past  winter  make  an  increase  in  the  area  harvested  rather  improbable. 
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In  China,  Government  encouragement  to  wheat  producers,  reported  earlier 
in  the  season,  may  result  in  a  larger  acreage,  and  production  under  normal 
weather  conditions  is  expected  to  exceed  the  short  harvests  of  the  past 
two  seasons.    The  outcome,  however,  is  doubtful  "because  of  military  oper- 
ations and  unsettled  economic  conditions.    The  wheat  area  of  Japan  has 
"been  increased  "by  3  percent,  according  to  information  from  the  Shanghai 
office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    The  weather  during  the  winter 
was  somewhat  unfavorable,  but  with  good  growing  conditions  until  harvest 
time  an  outturn  about  5  million  bushels  larger  than  the  45  million  bushels 
produced  in  1938  is  considered  possible. 

In  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  it  is  reported  that  the  Australian 
wheat  acreage  will  be  smaller  this  season  than  last  because  of  dissatis- 
faction with  current  marketing  conditions.    Furthermore,  seedings  have 
been  delayed  by  lack  of  rain  in  several  States  and  by  excessive  moisture 
in  parts  of  New  South  Wales.     Seeding  in  Argentina,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  gone  forward  under  generally  favorable  weather  conditions;  but  the 
official  crop  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  states  that  the  area 
sown  to  wheat  will  be  smaller  than  that  of  last  year,  when  nearly  21  mil- 
lion acres  were  reported.  , 

LITTLE  CHANGE  IN  CANADIAN  GRAIN  ACREAGES 

A  slight  increase  in  the  area  sown  to  spring  wheat  in  Canada  was 
indicated  by  farmers'   intentions  to  plant  on  May  1,  according  to  the 
•Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  at  Ottawa.    Placed  at  25,335,700  acres, 
the  intended  acreage  for  1939  compares  with  25,188,400  acres  actually  sown 
last  year,  a  gain  of  147,300  acres.    Alberta  and  British  Columbia,  how- 
ever, were  the  only  Provinces  reporting  increases  in  the  areas  intended 
for  Spring  wheat;  reductions  were  reported  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan, 
particularly  for  durum  wheat.     Spring    work  was  somewhat  delayed  in  all  the 
Prairie  Provinces  during  early  April;  but,  with  better  weather,  seeding 
has  made  rapid  progress  recently  and  is  considerably  more  advanced  than  in 
May  1938.     The  area  of  winter  wheat  remaining  for  harvest  was  estimated  at 
657,400  acres,  which  is  84,700  acres  less  than  the  area  harvested  last 
year;  but  the  condition  of  the  crop,   expressed  in  percentage  of  the  long- 
time average  yield,  was  98  as  against  94  on  April  30,  1938.     If  farmers' 
intentions  are  carried  out,  the  total  Canadian  wheat  acreage  will  amount 
to  25,993,100  acres  compared  with  25,930,500  acres  reported  last  year,  when 
a  crop  of  350,010,000  bushels  was  harvested. 

A  decline  of  6,000  acres  in  the  area  intended  for  spring  rye  was 
more  than  offset  by  an  increase  in  the  winter-rye  acreage  remaining  for 
harvest.     The  condition  of  winter  rye  on  April  30  was  not  so  good  as  on 
the  corresponding  date  of  1938.     The  total  rye  acreage  was  estimated  at 
754,600  acres  compared  with  741,400  acres  harvested  last  year.    The  acre- 
age to  be  sown  to  oats  showed  a  decrease  of  2  percent  from  the  13,009,700 
acres  sown  in  1938,  but  a  gain  of  1  percent  was  indicated  for  barley,  and 
the  flaxseed  acreage  was  placed  26  percent  above  the  221,200  acres  sown 
in  1938. 
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JAPANESE  WHEAT  MARKET 

Quotations  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  wheat  in  Japan  were  higher 
on  May  1  than  a  month  earlier  but  domestic  flour  was  unchanged,  accord- 
ing to  information  transmitted  by  the  Shanghai  office  of  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  from  Charles  R.  Cameron,  American  consul  general 
at  Tokyo.    Exports  of  flour  during  March  were  the  smallest  reported  for 
any  month  of  the  current  marketing  year,  and  export  business  continued 
poor  during  April,  but  normal  conditions  prevailed  in  the  domestic  flour 
market.     Only  18,000  bushels  of  wheat  were  imported  into  Japan  during 
March,  but  indications  point  to  very  small  carry-over  stocks  on  June  30. 
Wheat  at  the  mill  on  May  1  was  quoted  as  follows,  duty  and  landing  charges 
included:     Western  White  No.  2,  91  cents  per'  bushel;  Canadian  No.  1, $1.13, 
No.  3,  $1.05;  Australian  (nominal),  $1.00;  Manchurian  (nominal),  $1.69 
per  bushel.  Domestic  standard  was  $1.59  and  Portland  wheat,  c.i.f.  Yokohama, 
59  cents  per  bushel,  duty  and  landing  charges  excluded.     The  wholesale 
price  of  flour  at  the  mill  was  $1.40  per  bag,  c.i.f.  Dairen  $1.55,  and 
c.i.f.  Tangku  $1.36  per  bag. 


JAPAN:     Imports  of  wheat,  by  countries  b 
of  flour,  March  1939,  wi 


f  origin,  and  total  exports 
th  compari  sons 


Country 

March 

July -March 

1P37 

1938 

1939 

1936-37 

1937-38 

1938-39 

Imports  of  Wheat 

1,000 
bushel  s 

.  1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

712 

333 
75 

79 

■  4 
177 

18 

2,180 
333 

2,112 
129 
738 
938 

1,656 
128 
689 
42 

6 

913 

174 
42 

141 
311 

Manchuria  &  others 

1.199 

181 

18 

6,430 

3,434 

668 

Exports  of  flour 

1,000 
barrels 

1,000 
barrels 

1,000 
barrels 

1,000 
barrels 

1,000 
barrels 

1,000 
barrels 

74 

315 

74 

786 

2,129 

1,962 

Shanghai  office,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

QUALITY  OF  1938  PERUVIAN  COTTON  BELOW  NORMAL 


The  1938  Peruvian  cotton  crop  is  small  and  is  characterized  as  the 
poorest  in  quality  harvested  in  Peru  since  1925,  according  to  a  report  re- 
ceived from  American  Vice  Consul  Milton  K.  Wells  at  Callao-lima,  Peru.  No 
official  figures  have  been  received  on  production,  but  a  leading  local 
firm  of  cotton  brokers  in  Peru  places  the  crop  at  393,000  bales  of  478 
pounds,  compared  with  their  trade  estimate  for  1937  of  415,000  bales.  This 
latter  figure  is  considerably  higher  than  the  official  figure,  376,000 
bales,  published  in  Extracto  Estadistico  de  Peru,  1936-37. 
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PERU:     Cotton  production,  1936-37  to  1938-39 
  (In  "bales  of  478  pounds)  

Year  Official  estimate        |         Trade  estimate 

j  Bales  ;  Bales 

1936-  37  ;  385,653  j  402,401 

1937-  38.  j  375,921  \  415,237 

1938-  39                            j  -   j   393,379 


It  has  "been  reported  that  the  poor  quality  is  the  result  of  damage 
done  hy  infestation  of  the  stainer  "bug  and  "by  the  leaf  disease  known  as 
melaza.     The  intensity  of  infestation  varied  greatly  in  different  valleys; 
the  valleys  of  the  Pisco  and  Mala  Rivers  were  practically  unaffected. 


Preliminary  figures  place  the  1938  area  at  about  400,000  acres,  com- 
pared with  388,000  acres  cultivated  the  previous  year.     Cotton  acreage  in 
Peru  has  "been  steadily  increasing,  from  304,000  acres,  the  1925-1929  aver- 
age, to  the  record  of  409,000  acres  in  1936.    Ho  great  expansion  in  cotton 
acreage,  however,  seems  probable.     Cotton  can  he  grown  only  on  irrigated 
land  along  the  coast.     This  land  is  scarce  and  high  in  price;  and  it  is 
reported  that,  "because  of  the  over  extension  of  cotton  planting,  food 
crops  in  Peru  have  decreased.    Laws  requiring  the  planting  of  certain 
percentages  of  land  to  food  crops  have  already  "been  pa.ssed,  and  any  fur- 
ther extension  of  cotton  growing  might  meet  with  opposition  of  a  similar 
nature. 

CHINESE  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  SUBSTANTIALLY  INCREASED 


Imports  of  cotton  into  China  during  March  totaled  over  105,000  hales  of 
478  pounds,  the  largest  quantity  imported  in  any  month  since  June  1932,  accord- 
ing to  a  radiogram  received  from  Owen  L.  Dawson,  agricultural  commissioner  at 
Shanghai . 


CHINA:     Imports  and  exports  of  raw  cotton,  March  1939 

with  comparisons  a/ 
  (In  bales  of.  478  pounds 'net)  r.'yt'-  


Item 


Import  s 

United  States. . . 

British  India. . . 

Egypt  

Other  countries. 

Total   

Exports.  


Mar  ch 


1937 


Bales 

2,722 
1,064 
5,530 
573 


9,88' 


21,903 


1938 


Bales 

0 

742 
0 
25 


767 


33,307 


1939 


Bales 

19,510 
62,250 
3,451 
20,159 


105,370 


1,929 


October-Mar ch 


1936-37 


Bales 

9,078 
6,244 
18 ,535 
15,813 


49 ,671 


171 


1937-38 


Bales 
1/ 

5,052 
307 
1,554 


5,913 


95,711 


1938-39 


Bales 

39,985 
121,264 
16,566 
40,824 


218 . 539 


140,166 


Shanghai  office,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  and  Monthly  Returns  of  tht 
Foreign  Trade  of  China, 
a/  Excluding  Manchuria.      b/  Negligible. 
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The  trade  novr  estimates  that  purchases  of  foreign  cotton  to  the 
middle  of  May  reached  800,000  "bales,  of  which  100,000  were  American 
staple,  and  that  total  purchases  for  the  marketing .year  (October- 
September)  will  amount  to  approximately  1  million  Dales.     Some  of  the 
purchases,  however,  may  not  reach  China  "before  the  end  of  the  current 
season  and  therefore  may  not  enter  into  the  import  figures. 

Mill  consumption  during  March  for  all  China,  including  Manchuria, 
was  estimated  at  approximately  145,000  "bales,  the  same  as  in  February. 
The  greatly  increased  demand  for  foreign  cotton  in  Shanghai . continues  and 
has  been  attributed  partially  to  the  increased  mill  activity,  the  smaller 
Chinese  cotton  crop,  the  inability  at  mill  centers  to  obtain  cotton  from 
the  interior,  and  the  restrictions  imposed  in  the  Japanese-controlled 
areas  on  the  sale  of  cotton  terctiles  manufactured  in  Japan. 

On  May  11  at  Shanghai,  Chinese  Standard  was  quoted  at  9.41  cents 
per  pound  while  Indian  Akola  and  American  Middling  7/8  inch  were  quoted 
at  8,69  and  11,01  cents  per  pound,  respectively,  o.i.f.  Shanghai,  in- 
cluding impoi't  duty,    Domestic  cotton  shewed  a,  decrease  in  price  compared 
with  last  month;  American  Middling  remained  about  the  same;  but  Indian 
Akola  showed  a  marked  increase  compared  with  the  7.92  cents  quoted  on 
April  11.  , 

MSDI TKPJIA-TSA5  CLIV5-0IL  PRODUCTION  SEDUCED 

The  estimated  production  of  olive  oil  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin 
during  1938  is  considerably  below  that  of  the  1937  season,  according  to  a 
report  from  the  Paris  office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.     It  is 
now  estimated  that  782,800  short  tons  of  oil  were  produced  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean Basin  from  the  1938  olive  crop,  compared  with  1,289,100  tons  pro- 
duced in  1937.     Production  not  only  is  below  the  average  output  of  the 
5  years  1933-1937  of  973,500  tons,  but  is  the  second  smallest  of  the  past 
10  years. 

With  the  exception  of  France  and  Palestine,  where  production  is 
slightly  above  that  of  1937,  all  olive-producing  countries  have  had  short 
crops.     Because  the  1938  olive  crop  followed  a  very  heavy  production  in  1937, 
it  was  expected  to  be  smaller.     Drought  conditions  in  most  of  the  North 
African  producing  countries,  however,  caused  extremely  heavy  dropping  of 
fruit,  which  further  decreased  early  forecasts.    Moreover,  dacus  and 
other  insects  did  considerable  damage  in  Algeria.     The  heaviest  decreases 
in  production  occurred  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Tunisia,  and  Greece. 

Stocks  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  season  were  esti- 
mated at  155,000  tons,  mostly  in  Greece,  Portugal,  and  Spain.     This  carry- 
over, added  to  the  estimated  production,  brings  the  total  apparent  supplies 
of  olive  oil  for  the  present  season  to  about  937,800  tons.    With  an  esti- 
mated average  consumption  in  the  producing  countries  of  about  845,900  tons, 
only  91  900  tons  are  indicated  as  available  for  export,  as  against  average 
annual  exports  during  the  past  9  years  of  116,800  tons. 
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OLIVE  OIL:  Estimated  production  in  Mediterranean  Basin, 
 1938-39,  with  comparisons  ^_ 


Country 

< 

Average 

1936-37 

1937-38 

Preliminary 
estimate 
1938-39 

Short  tons 

short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Europe 

8,200 

10,000 

7,700 

10,000 

115,700 

70,600 

158 ,000 

a/  90,000 

226,300 

167,100 

295,000 

a/ 187, 000 

55,900 

30,200 

107,000 

a/  38,000 

419,800 

435,000 

550,000 

a/ 352, 000 

4,600 

1,800 

7,200 

a/     6 , 500 

Near  East 

a/  9,700 

4,100 

3,500 

8,800 

Syria  and  Lebanon  

13,500 

10,300 

19 , 600 

13,200 

25,500 

16,500 

42,000 

30,000 

Africa 

a/  10,000 

18,500 

10,000 

17,500 

10 , 600 

11,000 

11,400 

a/  6,700 

54,900 

16,500 

60,500 

a/  27,500 

3,100 

600 

4,400 

2,200 

952,700 

783,100 

2,289,100 

782,800 

a7  Revised. 


Although  these  figures  suggest  that  the  available  oilve-oil  sup- 
plies are  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  domestic  demand  of  producing  coun- 
tries and  provide  the  usual  exports  to  nonproducing  .areas,  the  shortage  is 
not  quite  so  great  as  would  appear.     In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  shift 
to  cheaper  oils  for  consumption  in  the  olive-oil-producing  countries. 
Moreover,  this  shift  is  generally  accelerated  in  years  of  short  crops  and 
high  prices,  as  it  may  he  during  this  season. 

EDI3LE  OLIVE  OIL:     Production,  apparent  consumption,  and  foreign  trade 


of  producing  countries,  average  1929-1937 


Country 

Average  - 
production 

Average 
imports 

Production; 
plus  ■ 
imports 

Average 
exports  . 

Indicated 
average 
consumption 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Algeria  

18,500 

480 

18,980 

12,725 

6,255 

France  

8,200 

30 , 508 

38,708 

12,699 

25,009 

Greece  

115,700 

115,700 

13,514 

102,186 

Italy  

226,300 

43,048 

269,348 

33,874 

235,474 

Portugal  

56,900 

4,855 

61,755 

3,287 

58,468 

Spai  n  

419,800 

419,800 

71,681 

348,119 

Tunisia  

54,900 

185 

55,085 

36,647 

18,438 

Turkey  

26,500 

'  29 

26,529 

9,200 

17,329 

Others  

35,900 

4,347 

40 , 247 

6,625 

33,622 

Total  

962,700 

83,452 

1,046,152 

200,252 

845,900 

Total  ex.  S-oain. 

542,900 

83,452 

626,352 

128,571 

497,781 
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Among  government  measures  adopted  in  1938  in  the  olive-producing" 
countries  regarding  oil  production,  consumption,  and  exports,  the  follow- 
ing may  "be  cited: 

In  Greece ,  the  Government  has  decided  to  abolish  the  consumption 
tax  and  to  encourage  olive-oil  production  and  exports.     Special  permits 
must  still  be  issued  to  exporters  "by  the  Ministry  of  National  Economics 
and  by  the  National  Bank  of  Greece  for  every  oil  shipment,  but  great  ef- 
forts are  being  made  to  stimulate  exports  to  countries  having  strong 
currencies  • 

The  Italian  Government  appears  concerned  over  the  condition  of 
olive  and  olive-oil  production  and  has  begun  to  subsidize  the  planting  of 
more  trees  producing  good  oil  varieties.     The  Government  is  also  encourag- 
ing the  transformation  of  wild  olive  trees  into  commercial  groves.  The 
decree- law  of  August  25,  1938,  provides  that  30  percent  of  the  cost  of 
this  transformation  will  be  borne  by  the  Government.     Four  lire  (about  21 
cents)  will  be  paid  by  the  Government  to  olive  growers  for  each  new  tree 
planted. 

In  Portugal,  the  decree- law  of  January  13,  1939,  extended  that  of 
November  13,  1938,  relating  to  the  granting  of  loans  to  olive-oil  producers. 
In  this  giving  financial  aid  to  the  industry,  the  law  indirectly  encourages 
olive-oil  exports. 

In  Spain,   the  Franco  authorities  last  fall  took  over  the  control  of 
the  olive-oil  industry  in  that  part  of  Spain  under  their  administration. 
This  included  the  setting  up  of  definite  fixed  prices  for  oil. 

Tarkish  laws  relative  to  the  quality  and  standard  of  olive  oil  for 
export,  which  have  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  were  not  enforced  until 
recently.     One  of  the  regulations  stipulates  that  olive  oil  may  not  be 
mixed  with  any  oil  of  inferior  grade  without  indicating  the  nature  of  the 
blend  on  the  container.     The  acidity  content  of  what  is  considered  edible 
oil  now  may  not  exceed  1.5  percent,  while  in  previous  years  up  to  3  percent 
was  permitted.     The  Government  sends  inspectors  periodically  to  oil  mills 
to  check  and  control  production  methods. 

In  Algeria,  the  existing  regulations  regarding  standardization  of 
oil  exports  have  been  further  clarified  and  the  following  markings  are 
now  required:     (1)  Algeria  (origin  of  product);  (2)  Virgin  olive  oil 
(nature  of  product);   (3)  Surfine  or  extra  (quality). 

The  Tunisian  Government  has  passed  a  decree  prohibiting  the  pulling 
or  cutting  of  olive  trees  for  a  period  of  10  years,  unless  permission  is 
first  obtained.     Penalties  for  unlicensed  cutting  of  trees  are  provided. 
Effective  January  23,  1939,  the  export  tax  was  raised  from  58  to  68.  francs 
per  quintal  (0.7-0.8  cent  per  pound). 
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UKI3ED  STATES:     Imports  of  edible  olive  oil,  1935-1938 


Country  :      1935  :      1936  :      •  1937        \  1938 


'<  Short  tons  I  Short  tons  !  Short  tens  ;  Short  tons 

In  packages  of  less  ;  !•'  :  j 

than  -10  pounds  - ...  .;   :  |  • 

France  )             254  j  227  ■  338  :  262 

Ital.Y;.  12,870  |  3,908  j  10,758  :  14,210 

Spain./.  i          1,320  j  908  \  635  j  590 

Others   .  :  65.  j.  88  j  94  ;  289, 

Total../  14,510  :'  10,131  )  11,825  \  15,351 


In  packages  of           j  ;  ;  j 

40  pounds  or  more-!  ;  ;  .   .  ' 

France  !  849  ;  1,586  j        .   3,583  !  4,074 

Italy  '  ■  5,042  j  2,778  j  5,971.  •  6,007 

Spain  ;  14,202  \  15,286  j  5,491  \  2,017 

Algeria               •  «..  !  •  • 

and  Tunisia...1  314  i  816  i  1,893  :  4,686 

Others                   ;:  ,   *jftrJ  389  j  1,395  .;  3,407 

Total.........;  20,890  :  20,855  ;  18,333  I    .  20,191 


Total  imports.:        35,400     j  30,986    ;  30,158    :  35,542 


Official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

AUSTRALIAN  APPLE  SHIPMENTS  LIGHT 

Australia.,  apple  shipments  to  the  British  market  so  far  this  sea- 
son have  been  about  20  percent  smaller  than  shipments  to  the  same  date 
last  year.    Up  to  May  12,  about  1,008,000  boxes  of  Australian  apples  had 
been  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  compared  with  1,228,000  boxes  in 
1938.     The  main  shipping  season  for  Australian  apples  extends  from 
February  to  July  and,  in  recent  years,  March  and  April  have  been  the 
peak  months. 

The  United  Kingdom  usually  takes  over  80  percent  of  Australian 
apple  exports.     Comparison  of  the  periods  1929-1933  and  1933-1938,  shows 
that  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  about  3  million  bushels 
to  approximately  3.75  million  bushels,  or  26  percent.     Exports  to  conti- 
nental Europe  have  shown  some  recovery  since  1935  but  still  remain  well 
below  the  level  of  1930  and  1934,  when  they  exceeded  1  million  bushels. 
There  has  been  some  expansion  in  the  trade  with  Asiatic  countries,  how- 
ever, notably  with  British  Malaya. 
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AUSTRALIA:    Exports  of  apples,  1931-32  to  1937-38  a/ 


Country 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

1937-38 

X  ,  uuu 

x ,  uuu 

X ,  UUU 

X  ,  UUU 

x ,  uuu 

X ,  UUU 

x ,  uuu 

u  asnex  s 

ousnex  s 

ousnex  s 

ousnex  s 

uusnex  s 

uusnex  s 

ousnex  s 

Uni  ted  Ki ng dom . . . , 

3,  951 

4,721 

3,639 

3,617 

4,093 

3,676 

5,  789 

Gem  any. . .  , 

260 

445 

873 

191 

273 

205 

223 

8 

34 

60 

59 

125 

54 

52 

100 

99 

88 

96 

115 

103 

73 

118 

39 

73 

107 

52 
48 

12 

3 

39 

Bri  ti  sh  Malaya, » * . 

26 

28 

37 

46 

39 

43 

66 

Netherlands  Indies 

33 

34 

33 

29 

30 

33 

37 

14 

17 

20 

19 

21 

24 

19 

6 

11 

32 

33 

;      •  33 

28 

17 

Hong  Kong  

6 

9 

16 

21 

14 

12 

15 

12 

12 

25 

28 

b/  56 

c/  76 

d/  87 

Total.  .,...««««« 

4,  475 

5,414 

4,902 

4, 156 

4,  783 

4,398 

4,  593 

a/  Converted  at  42  pounds  per  bushel, 

b/  Palestine  18,000  bushels, 

cj  Palestine  21,000  bushels, 

d/  India  27,000  bushels. 


AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES  HEM 


fool  sales  at  Brisbane,  Australia,  opened  May  15  with  the  tone  of 
the  raarket  generally  strong,  according  to  cabled  advice  from  the  London 
office  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prices  were  very  firm  com- 
pared with  those  at  the  close  of  the  previous  scries  on  May  11.  There 
was  an  average  to  good  selection  of  wool  offered.     Germany,  Yorkshire, 
and  France  were  the  chief  buyers.     Japan  was  loss  active. 

BRITISH  HOG  NUMBERS  DECLINE 

The  continued  reduction  in  hog  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  from 
the  peak  reached  in  1935  and  1936  resulted  in  figures  as  of  March  4,  1939, 
for  England  and  Wales  that  wore  8  percent  below  the  corresponding  1938 
figures,  according  to  reports  received  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
England  and  Wales  have  over  80  percent  of  the  total  number  of  hogs  in 
the  United  Kingdom.     Last  December  the  decline  in  numbers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  a  whole,  appeared  to  be  checked.    The  1-pcrcent  decrease  in 
numbers  in  England  and  Wales  at  that  time  was  offset  by  an  8-percent  in- 
crease in  Scotland.     It  was  believed  that  the  more  favorable  hog-fced 
price  ratio  had  acted  as  a  check  to  further  decline.     The  materially 
lower  numbers  reported  in  the  March  estimate  for  England  and  Wales, 
therefore,  was  unexpected. 
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Classification 

March  4, 
i  a  n  o 

IVi  AT  C 11    *t , 

iyo>y 

[Thousands 

Thousands' 

Sows  kept  for  breeding,... 
Boars  for  service......... 

Other  pigs: 

Under  2  months.  

453 
31 

791 
1 , 356 
.     .      .  1,104 

436 
30 

677 
1,255 
1 . 030 

3,251 

2,962 

3,735 

3,428 

The  Agricultural  Market  Report,  April  14,  1939, 


As  a  result  of  smaller  numbers  in  all  categories,  the  immediate 
outlook  is  for  a  14-percent  reduction  in  slaughter  supplies  of  hogs  of 
•5  months  and  over,  compared  with  supplies  in  the  spring  a  year  ago.  The 
unusual  shortage  in  potential  supplies  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that 
the  number  on  hand  in  March  1939  was  21  percent  smaller  than  the  number 
the  preceding  September,  whereas  supplies  in  March  1938  were  only  16  per- 
cent smaller  than  in  September  1937.     September  is  normally  the  month  of 
largest  hog  numbers, 

HOGS:    Numbers  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  United  Kingdom, 

December  4,  1935  to  1938 


England 

and  Wales 

United  Kingdom 

Year  • 

Sows  kept 

Total 

Sows  kept 

Total 

for  breeding 

;  hogs 

for  breeding 

hogs 

Thousands 

•  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

507 

\  4,113 

490 

'  '4,873 

1936. ...... 

480 

j  4,056 

566 

•4,873 

1937'  

448 

!  3,914 

'  531 

4,597 

1938  

447 

i  3,854- 

539 

4,  700 

The  Agricultural  Market  Report,  April  14,  1939; . International  Institute 
of  Agriculture  Bulletin,  March  1939. 


The  exceptionally  high  price  paid  for  porkers  this  year  has  re- 
sulted in  the  slaughter  of  large  numbers  of  young  hogs,  including  gilts 
that  would  normally  have  been  retained  as  brood  sows,   states  Agricultural 
Attache  C.  C.  Taylor  at  London.     This  fact,  combined-  wi th  dissatisfaction 
with  the  present  pigs-marketing  scheme,  is  the  principal  contributing  fac- 
tor in  bringing  about  smaller  hog  numbers.     The  pigs-marketing  scheme  is 
threatened  with  a  break- down  similar  to  that  of  1936  for  essentially  the 
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same  causes;  i.e.,  insufficient  slaughter  supplies  and  open-market  prices 
higher  than  contract  prices.     The  Pigs  Marketing  Board  has  asked  the 
Minister  of  .Agriculture  to  reexamine  the  whole  scheme.     At  the  same  tine, 
the  Rational  Farmers'  Union  plans  to  submit  to  the  Board  detailed  plans 
for  revising  the  Bacon  Industry  Act  on  the  "basis  of  a  new  price  formula 
designed  to  secure  "better  prices  to  hog  producers  compared  with  the  price 
they  can  now  get  on  the  open  market,  . . . 

The  Government  aids  to  hog  producers  in  effect  for  the  past "8 
years  "brought  ahout  a  material  increase  in  numoers  up  to  1936,  "but  the 
United  Kingdom  is  still  strictly  a  deficit  country  .as  a. producer  of  hogs 
and  hog  products.     In  1936,  the  year  of  largest  production,  domestic 
sources  and  Ireland  accounted  for  only  58  percent  of  total  pork  supplies, 
and  since  then  the  percentage  has  "been  smaller..    In  1938,   the  United 
States  supplied  60  percent  of  the  ham  imported,  76  percent  of  the  laxd, 
and  ahout  16  percent  of  total  imports  of  "bacon,  ham,  fresh  and  frozen 
pork,  and  lard.     In  1936  and  1937,   the  United  States  share  in  total  im- 
ports was  only  10  percent. 

UHITSD  KBTGDOM-     Imports  of  "bacon,  ham,  fresh,   frozen,  and  chilled  pork, 


and  lard  annually  1936-1938,  January-March  1938  and  1939 


Product  and  principal 

Year 

J  anuary-M  ar  ch 

source  of  supply 

1936 

1937  1938 

1938 

1939 

Lard 

1,000 
pounds 

65,956 
170,309 

1,000 
pounds 

74,416 
164,  768 

1,000 
pounds 
123,393 
151,594 

-  1,000 
pounds 

37,243 
47.454 

1,000 
pounds 
52,390 
60,000 

Percentage  from 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

•  38-7 

45.2 

78.5 

87.3 

Hams 

1,000 
nounds 
37,279 
75,227 

1 ,  000 
pounds 
34,897 
75.498 

1,000 
pounds 
44,269 
74,421 

1,000 
pounds 
9  437 
1?!844 

1,000 
pounds 
11,455 
18.872 

Percentage  from 

Percent 
49.6 

Percent 
46.2 

Percent 
59.5 

Percent 
52.9 

Percent 
'50.7 

Bacon 

1,000 

pounds 

377,822 

1,000 
pounds 
384,-099 
775. 717 

1,000 
pounds 
379,590 
769.268 

1, 000- 
pound  3 

94, '780 
194.621 

1 , 000 
pounds 

93,396 
195.496 

Total  

Percentage 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

51.3" 

-  49.5 

49.3 

48.7 

47.8' 

Fresh,  frozen,  and 
chilled  pork 

1,000 
■pounds 

1 ,  000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1 , 000 
pounds . 

New  Zealand  , 

64,858 
127,814 

66,370 
124.503 

64,678 
136 . 377 

19,097 
35,-757 

14,180 
29.778 

Percentage  from 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 
47.6 

50.9 

53.3 

47.4 

53.4 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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COTTON:     Price  per  pound  of  representative  raw  cotton  at  Liverpool, 

May  12,  1939,  with  comparisons 


Growth 


■  March 

April 

May 

j  24 

31 

6  a/ 

14 

21  . 

28 

5 

12 

1939 


Cents 


Good 


Fair 


American  - 

Middling. . . . 

Low  Middling 
Egyptian  (Fully 

Giza  7  

Sakellaridis 

Uppers  

Brazilian  (Fai 

North. ...... 

Sao  Paulo . . . 
Indian  - 

Broach  (Fully  Good) 

Central  Provinces(  Superf 

Sind  (Fully  Good) 
Peruvian  (Good)  - 

Tangui  s  


Cents;  Cents; 


ne 


10.07; 

8.60 

13.42; 
13.42: 
11.51; 

8.90; 

9.58 

7.35 
8.13; 

*/ 
11.92: 


9.65 
8.19 

13.01 
13.01 
11.04: 

8.48; 
9.17i 

7.20j 
7.9S: 

\l 
11.51 


9.6a 

8.13; 

12 .74! 
12.74! 
10.98 

8.43 

9.11; 
7.20; 

7.98! 

k/ 

11.45 


Cents: 

Cents- 

Cents! 

Cents 

Cents 

9.63: 

9.73 

9.75 

10.30 

:  10.40 

8.15- 

8.27 

8.29: 

8.74 

.  8.84 

12.87! 

12.87 

12.44! 

12.46 

12.87; 

12.87 

12.44! 

12.46 

12.27 

10.85 

11.02 

10.77! 

10.84 

10.81 

8.44: 

8.56 

'   8 . 58j' 

9.03 

9.13 

9.13 

9.24 

9 .  as; 

9.71 

9.81 

7.27; 

7.47 

7.53 

7.78 

7.88 

8.05! 

8.25 

"  8.27! 

8.48 

8.48 

y\ 

h/j 

ti 

Hi 

11.47 

11.  58 

11.60 

12.05 

Converted  at  current  excnange  rates. 

a/  Thursday's  price  due  to  holiday,  Friday,  April  7. 

b/  Not  quoted. 

UNITED  STATES:     Exports  of  cotton  to  principal  foreign  markets 
annual  1335-37  and  1937-38,  and  the  seasons 
August  1-May  11,   1937-38  and  1938-39  a/ 


Country  to 
which  exported 

Year  ended  July  31 

August  1-May  11 

1935-37 

1937-38 

1937-38 

i  1938-39 

1,000  hales 

1,000  hales 

1,000  hales 

!  1,000  hales 

1,221 
2,594 

1,630 
3,047 

1,553 
2,769 

438 
1,631 

3,815 
1,593 
380 

4,677 
728 
541 

4,322 
600 
485 

■  2,069 
819 
307 

5,788 
277 

5,946 
270 

5,407 
231 

3,195 
172 

Total  excluding  linters 

5,511 

5,676 

5,176 

•  3,023 

Compiled  from  the  Weekly  Stock  and  Movement  Report,  New  York  Cotton  Exchange, 
a/  Includes-  linters. 
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BUTTER;     New  Zealand  grading,  1938-39  season  to  May  6, 
 with  comparisons   

Date  ;        1936-37         ':         1937-38  ■  1938-39 


' Wee&  ended  :     1,000  pounds    ;      1,000  pounds    :     1,000  pounds 

Aug.  S  to  Jan.  28...:        216.827  '         208.162  ;  188.183 

February  4. ......... i          10,136  ]             8,120  7,392 

11.....  :            9,520  j            8,064  j  7,672 

18  ....j            8,960                      7,616  7,504 

25  :  8.624  :  8.400  :  7.146 

Monthly  total.....  j          37.240  ;  32.2QQ  \  29.714 

March  4.....  j            8,064  j            7,672  ■  6,664 

11.......  :            8,002  j            7,952  j  5,601 

18  •            7,672  i             7,000  '  5,432 

25  :  6 ,  328  .:  6.496  ;  5.096  . 

Monthly  total  ':  30,066  j  29,120         \  22,793 

April  1..  ■            7,056  \            5,499  \  4,508 

8......  ;            6,406  :             4,760  j  3,360 

15.............;            6,216  i             3,864  I  3,360 

22.  ..;       ■     5,712  i             4,480  i  2,632 

29      j  5.247  j  3,472         j  1,  792 

Monthly  total. ... . :           30,637  j           22,075  j  15,652 

May  6  ...:  4,256  j  3,282         j  1,  590 

Total  to  May  6  j         319,026  '         294,839  \  257,932 

Agricultural  Attache  C.  C.  Taylor,  London. 

BUTTER:     Australian  grading,  1938-39  season  to  April  29, 
 with  comparisons   

Date                 :       1936-37  i         1937-38  1938-39 


Ueek  ended      '      j   1, 000  pounds  !     1,000  pounds    j     1,000  pounds 

July  9  to  Jan.  28...:         112,135  !         134,676  j  140,848 

February  4.'  .            5, 761  S            6,559  j            3, 364 

11...  :            5,678  •             6,718  i  4,081 

18..  ■            5,032  j             6,471  I  4,588 

25  '  4.787  j  6,290  j  4,809 

Monthly  total. . . ...  •  21,258  j  26 , 038  j  16 ,  g42 

March  4....  j            5,398  !             5,799  j  3,698 

11....  .J            4,995  I             5,304  \  4,160 

18  4,329  !             4,449  i  3,924 

25   i  4.400  !  3,898  j  4,249 

Monthly  total  j  19.122  j  19 . 450         j  16,031 

April  1...  .;             4,178  •             3,212  4,912 

8...  j            4,200  j             3,109  ;  4,778 

15.                    ..  .  j            S..644  i             2,124  I  5,163 

22.............:            3,223  i             4,032  j  4,807 

29  ;  2 . 444   2  ,  643  ■  4,693 

Monthly  total..... -j  17.689  ■  15.120         j  24,  353 

Total  to  April  29...?         170.204-  '■         195.284  !  198,074 


Weekly  Dairy  Produce  Notes,  Imperial  Economic  Committee,  London. 
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BUTTER;  Price  per  pound  in  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Copenhagen, 
 Montreal,  and  London,  May  11,  1939,  with  comparisons  


Market  and  description 


May.  12, 

May  4, 

May  11, 

1938 

1939 

1939 

Cents 

■  C  e  nt  s 

Cents 

26.8 

23,0  ' 

22.2 

26.0 

24.0 

24.5 

28.0 

b/  20.2 

b/     20 . 1 

23.5 

21.0 

21.0 

29.3 

24.  7 

26.4 

-  29 . 6  ■ 

 22,1 

22.7 

28.1 

20,9 

21.2 

New  York,  "92  score. ...  

San  Francisco,  92  score  

Montreal  '•. 

Copenhagen,  official  quotation.// 
London: 

Danish  ,  

New  Zealand.  

Netherlands.  ■  . 


Foreign  prices  converted  at  current  exchange  rates, 
a/  Quotations  as  of  May  15. 

b/  Quotation  as  of  following  day  converted  at  prevailing  rate  of  exchange, 
PORK  PRODUCTS;    Price  per  100  pounds  at  Liverpool,  May  12,  1939, 


Week  ended 

Market  and  item 

May  13, 
1938 

May    5 , 
1939  . 

May  12, 
1939 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

First  quality  - 

14.55 
22.84  . 
20.34 
20.44 

13.97 
18.60 
15.99 
19.33 

13.86 
18.63 
15.99 
19.33 

Canadian  green  sides  

American  short  cut  green,  hams. . 

American  refined  lard  

10.50 

8.05 

7,94 

Quotations  are  on  the  basis  of  sales  from  importer  to  wholesaler. 
aj  Converted  at  current  rate  of  exchange. 

CANADA:    Area  of  specified  crops,  1939,  with  comparisons 


Crop 

;  Average 
'  1931-1935 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Winter  wheat  

:  1,000  acres 
524 

1,000  acres 

719 
24,851 

1,000  acres 

742 
25.188 

1,000  acres 
657 
25,336 

25,570 

25,930 

25,993 

700 

553 

573 

194 

188 

182 

Total  

894 

741 

755 

4,331 

4,454 

4,520 

Oats   

13,048 

13,010 

12,701 

241 

221 

278 

531 

522 

522 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa.  Intended  area  for  1939  compared 
with  area  harvested  in  earlier  years. 
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Late  cables   375 


Apples,  exports,  Australia, 

"  1931-1937   32^ 

Butter: 
Gradings: 

Australia,  Apr.  29,  1939.., ...  388 
New  Zealand,. May  6,  1939......  388 

Prices,  specified  markets, 

May  11,  1939  339 

Cotton: 

Area,  Peru,  1937,193?,..,  .  ?  379 

Exports: 

China,  March  1939...   379 

U.S.,  May  11,  1939   3S7 

Ginnings,  Egypt,  April  30,  1939.  375 
Imports,  China,  March  1939......  379 

Prices: 

Shanghai,  May  11,  1939  38O 

U.K.,  May  12,  1939...^  387 

Production,  Peru,  I936-I93S   378 

Quality  of  crop,  Peru,  1933-39..  378 
Hoss,  numbers,  U.K., 

1935-1939   38U 

Lard: 

Imports,  U.K. , 

January-March  1939.   38b 

Prices,  U.K.,  May  12,  1939   389 

Olive  oil: 

Consumption,  producing  countries, 
av.  1929-1937   381 


Page 

Olive  oil,  cont'd:..  .  

Exoorts,  producing  countries, 

av.  1929-1937-.r.......?-.   381 

Government  aid,  specified 

countries,  1938   382 

.  Imports: 

Producing  countries, 
'av.  1929-1937   381 

u.s.,  1935-1938...   383 

Production,  Mediterranean  Basin, 

1936-1938    381 

Pork: 

Imports,  U.K., 

January-March  1939.   386 

Prices,  U.K.,  May  12,  1939  389 

Rye: 
Area: 

Canada,  1938,1939  -   377 

Specified  countries,  1937-1939  37^ 
Wheat: 
Area: 

Canada,  1938,1939  •••«•  377 

Italy  (spring),  1938,1939   375. 

Specified  countries,  1937-1939  37^ 
Exports  (flour),  Japan,  March 

March  1939   378 

Imports,  Japan,  March  193'S 378 
Market  conditions,  Jaoan, 

May  1,  1939  371 

Wool,  sales,  Brisbane,  Australia, 

May  15  and  18,  1939   375>38^ 


